


Left side of banquet room

L-R: President General Sylvia McAuliffe (FL) presides
over the 71st Annual Congress meeting while Allen W.
Moore (IN), Indiana State President, gives his report;
and Treasurer General Barbara MacManus (TX), and
Counselor General James Dewey O’Brien (DC) are
seated at the leadership table.

Placement of Wreath at the World War Il Memorial. L-R:
Neoma O’Brien (DC), Nadine Hardin Miller (AR), Sylvia
McAuliffe (FL), Barbara MacManus (TX), Rev. Dr. Albert C.
Walling, Il (TX)

Newly elected and outgoing officers gather. L-R: Nadine
Hardin Miller, Honorary President General; Barbara MacMa-
nus, elected President General, outgoing Treasurer General;
Janice Lorenz, elected Conselor General; Allen W. Moore,
elected 3d Vice President General; Jeannine Kallal, Registrar
General; Linda M. Neal, outgoing Recording Secretary Gen-
eral; Sylvia McAuliffe, outgoing President General, Honorary
President General; Carol Chew, Historian General; Owen
Johnson, Genealogist General; Rev. Albert Walling, Chaplain
General; James Dewey O’Brien, outgoing Counselor Gen-
eral; Lee Crandall Park, M.D., Surgeon General.
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Historian General
Carol Chew

In January of this year, the National Huguenot Society
again contributed to the Huguenot Collection at the
DAR Library in Washington, D.C., with the contribution
of a collection of Huguenot Soceity of Great Britain &
Ireland publications. Those volumes are: 40, 43-45,
and 48-59.

Carol Chew
Historian General

Counselor General
James Dewey O’Brien, J.D.

This will be my last Annual Congress as your Counselor
General. Although I deeply appreciated the opportunity
to serve a second term, I felt that personal obligations
should have my full attention. The National Huguenot
Society seems to be in good shape and a well-qualified,
practicing attorney is available for that post.

If I have seemed to be a strict constructionist on legal
questions that have come before the Society, I attribute
that, in part, to my basic legal training in the Louisiana
Civil Code which comes primarily from the Code
Napoleon, which, in turn, was based on the Roman
Justinian Code. This legal philosophy is one of strictly
adhering to the written word. For most of its history,
the United States followed the English tradition of the
unwritten “common law” of evidence.

This “unwritten law” eventually was replaced by the
present written Federal Rules of Evidence.

To those who may wonder why I go into this detail,
I respond that we descendants of Huguenots, who
suffered from both law and lawlessness, should cherish
the rule of just laws stemming from the governed. It
is, indeed, a pearl beyond price.

As the legal matters for approximately one-half of
the year have been reported and published, I will not
revisit those. Since then, I have been informed by the
U. S. Attorney for the Northern Judicial District of
California, San Jose Division, through our Registered
Agent, Mr. William Riddle of Elkton, MD, that the
sentencing of the broker who acted for this Society
in the Advent Trust matter has been postponed again.

(As reported previously, he pleaded guilty to charges,
arising in California, brought by California investors.
We recovered our investment.)

The duties of the Counselor General of The National
Huguenot Society include: “He shall give legal
opinions on matters affecting the National Society,
when called upon by proper authorities to do so.” (Art.
IX, Section K(2)). Subsequent to the Semi-Annual
Council Meeting in October, 2006 at Daytona Beach,
FL, I was asked to write a legal opinion on whether the
Executive Committee of the Board of General Officers
had the authority to execute a lease for a period of three
years, binding this Society to a three-year contract
costing some $17,000 for that period.

Although the answer seemed apparent in the plain
wording of Art. VII, Sec. D(2)(a) of the Bylaws,
which restricts the Executive Committee to acting for
the Board of General Officers, of which it is a part,
“between meetings of the Board”, I felt it necessary
to analyze this provision within the context of the
provisions establishing the Board itself and the Annual
Congress. As the power of the Board extends only
“between meetings of the Annual Congress”, and the
Annual Congress is the supreme governing body of the
Society, I concluded that only Congress could approve
relocation of the National Headquarters with a lease
extending years beyond “between meetings”.

However, in the event that no State Society presents a
detailed, concrete plan for relocating the Headquarters
Office on which the Annual Congress can vote, here
is a possible solution. Based upon a close reading of
Art. X which covers all aspects of that body, I believe
Congress has the power to authorize the incoming
President General to appoint a committee to carry out,
under detailed guidelines set by Congress, including
the limits of expenditures, the establishment of a
new National Headquarters Office that meets those
guidelines. The spending power of Congress is subject
to the review of the Finance Committee and the Board of
General Officers and their recommendations received.

On or about March 20, 2007, I received word that a
motion would be presented to the Huguenot Society
of Virginia, a Member (State) Society of The National
Huguenot Society, Inc., at its semi-annual Meeting
on March 31, 2007, to “dissociate itself from the
National Huguenot Society, effective immediately”;
to be “autonomous’”; to elect its own officers and,
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essentially, to do those things that a new organization
would do, including acquiring its own TIN and “501-c3)
designation”. It states: “All assets, liabilities, records,
memorabilia, will remain with the newly disassociated
organization.”

I have been informed by persons who were present
that the motion passed narrowly both in the board
meeting and in the assemblage of some 44 persons at
Tappahannock, VA. Among those present was Honorary
President General Arthur Stocker of Charlottesville,
VA, who read a prepared statement that strongly urged
that the Huguenot Society of Virginia remain a Member
Society of The National Huguenot Society, Inc.

In the short time available, I prepared a legal opinion
on this matter, as I am required to do under the Bylaws
upon request. It was read and approved by the President
General and the Treasurer General, and suggested
changes were made. It was mailed to all members of
the Huguenot Society of Virginia and to members of
the Board of General Officers.

It should be noted that the proposed motion to
“dissociate” from the National Society was sent to
members of the Huguenot Society of Virginia under
the cover letter of “David H. Harpole” dated March
2, 2007. Dr. Harpole was, at that time, the First Vice
President of The National Huguenot Society. So far as
I have been able to determine, he did not send a copy
of this proposed motion to any member of the Board of
General Officers of which he was a member. A copy
of that letter and proposed motion to “dissociate” is
attached and offered as a part of this report.

In essence, my legal opinion was that the group voting
for this motion had no authority to take the name, or
the assets, of the Huguenot Society of Virginia which
is a Member (State) Society of The National Huguenot
Society; that they could resign as individuals but could
not change the membership status of those who either
voted against the motion to “dissociate” or did not
attend or vote.

The Huguenot Society of Virginia has a membership
of about 150.

Itwould be contrary to IRS regulations for the breakaway
group to keep the name of the existing member Society
of VA. Each year the Treasurer General is required to,
and does, send a list of all Member (State) Societies of

The National Huguenot Society to the Internal Revenue
Service. VA, like all other Member States, is under the
tax exempt umbrella of The National Huguenot Society
and has its own identification number as a Member
Society of the “parent” organization (NHS). A copy
of that legal opinion is attached and made a part of this
report.

In Huguenot Faith and Devotion,

James Dewey O’Brien, J. D.
Counselor General 2005-2007

Archivist
Grace V. Rice

Time in the National Office, one day each week, is spent
filling orders, readying correspondence for replies, and
removing duplicate proofs and unnecessary lineage
proofs from the Ancestor Files. Because there is no
typewriter in the office, another hour or so is spent at
home typing the correspondence replies.

When I became Registrar General, Office Secretary
and Chairman of Archives about five years ago, there
were thirty-five file boxes of member proofs in the
archives that had not been filed by my predecessor
because there was no more room in the filing cabinets.
Since then, much time has been spent sorting and
discarding duplicates and lineage proofs, both in the
unfiled folders and in the folders already inside the
filing cabinets.

Paid help has been involved in readying the transfer of
our library, and volunteer help in rebinding the state
member application binders that had been taken apart
about six years ago to put the member applications on
microfiche, and never replaced.

Microfiching our Applications Files has been completed
during this administration. However, this is ongoing,
as new applications are being constantly received.

There is challenging work before us, to get the Ancestor
Proof Files in order, alphabetized, and indexed for ease
of accessibility so that this material can be placed on
microfiche for preservation and use.

The Society needs to publish a new, updated “Register
of Qualified Huguenot Ancestors of The National

—Reports continued on page 20
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Huguenot Society, Inc.” This is long overdue, since the
Fourth Edition was published in 1995. The Registrars
General have published Annual Updates each year,
including 2006, since that time.

In order to facilitate the issuance of the new Register,
this office and Archives must be relocated to a place
where there are more capable and interested members
to follow through on this project.

Grace V. Rice
Chairman: Archives

Book Award Committee
Jean M. Hyde

We have received an excellent entry for this year. All
members of the Committee have read it. The title is
“From new Babylon to Eden.” Its author is Bertrand
Van Ruymbeke.

The book is about the Huguenots and their migration to
Colonial South Carolina.

Committee Members:
Chad Christopher Means
Dr. Travis du Priest

Jean M. Hyde
Chairman

Audit Committee Report
3 April 2007
Todd B. D. Frary

Bon jour mon Huguenots de camarade!

Ithas been my honor and privilege to perform an audit of
the financial records of the National Huguenot Society,
copies of which were provided me by our Treasurer
General, Mrs. Barbara C. MacManus. I have examined
the financial records in their entirety and have found
nothing out of the ordinary or that raises any concerns
on my behalf. Our Treasurer General has scrupulously
maintained a full accounting of the financial activities of
the Society and I found no instances where documents
or receipts were not provided or were missing. Indeed,
our Treasurer General is maintaining the highest level
of accounting and record-keeping that I have seen in

any of the organizations in which I am a member. |
am certain that anyone who examines the package our
Treasurer General has put together will be similarly
impressed.

The four annotations included by our Treasurer General
represented the only items that I had any questions
about and her annotations of those four completely
satisfied any questions I had. Based on the excellent
record-keeping of our financial records I have no
recommendations or suggestions for improvements or
remediation on the behalf of the Treasurer General. My
own pronouncement is that we are indeed fortunate to
have someone who is willing to invest the time and
effort to maintain such excellent record-keeping.
Should anyone with to speak with me regarding any
aspect of the audit please feel freed to do so!

Le votre sincerement,
Todd B. D. Frary, President
Huguenot Society of Georgia

Alabama Teams Up
With Manakin Huguenot Society
To Attend Church Service

L-R: Barbara Cade Hunt, President; Dr. Edwin Gray Hurley, Min-
ister, South Highland Presbyterian Church; and Mrs. T. Jack Dor-
ough, President, The Huguenot Society of the Founders of Mana-
kin in the Colony of Virginia.
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STATE REPORTS —

Arkansas
Betty Harp

Meetings of the Huguenot Society of Arkansas have
been well attended the past year. Our programs have
been varied and informative as we learned about
Faberge eggs, antiques, and Colonial Arkansas.

A scholarship was presented to Nicole McClanahan,
a college freshman, in memory of Virginia Chesley
Barnes Young, a charter member.

A few years ago, the Huguenot Society of Arkansas
established the Martineau Award in memory of
Thelma Martineau, our Organizing President, and a
past National officer. Guidelines for awarding this
honor list as one of the criteria a person who enriches
our state or nation by holding office, by performing
church related work or by working as an educator
or philanthropist. At our October meeting, this was
presented to Honorable Morris Shepard Arnold, Senior
Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals, 8th Circuit. Judge
Arnold has a distinguished academic background,
and was appointed United States Circuit Court Judge
by President George Bush on May 26, 1992. He has
written 8 books and numerous articles on the subject of
legal history and the history of Colonial Arkansas.

Four members joined during the year, and we are
grateful for this new interest in the organization. We
are using the brochure that can be printed from the
Huguenot website to encourage prospective members.

New officers have been installed for the coming two
years.

Betty Harp
President 2005-2007

California
Donna Bennett Cole

The Huguenot Society of California was very active in
2006. The State Meeting was held at the Four Points
Sheraton in Monrovia California, on March 24, 2007.
The State Board meeting was held before the annual
meeting. State Treasurer gave her report on the finances,
and the $2.00 increase in dues has helped the State
Society to not run in the red. The bylaw committee of
three will be working on any changes that will be made

at Nationals. The next Annual Meeting is to be held in
Northern California. Officers gave their reports and we
adjourned for lunch.

The annual meeting was opened by President Donna
Bennett Cole, who welcomed all those in attendance
and introduced the past State Presidents, Chapter
Presidents, and the Speaker, First Vice President James
Freeman Blauer who gave a program on the “Walloons”
which was well received by those present.

La Rochelle Chapter President Barbara Whatley and
San Francisco Bay Chapter President Shirley Williams
were both given a certificate of appreciation for their
outstanding work they have accomplished in their
Chapters. The State Officers’ reports were presented,
a memorial service was given and State Officers were
installed by Past President Phyllis Rothrock for the
year 2007-2009. They are listed below.

President Donna Bennett Cole; First Vice President
James Freeman Blauer; Second Vice President Wayne
Rogers; Recording Secretary Elizabeth Breithaupt;
Corresponding Secretary Lola Robertson; Treasurer
Shirley Williams; Registrar Gloria Kent; Chaplain
Giovan V. King.

Chapter Presidents La Rochelle, and San Francisco
Bay, gave their reports. The State Society has 75
members, with 20 Life Members, four junior members,
two deceased members, three unpaid, three resigned
and two associated members. State Registrar Gloria
Kent reported on having two new members and three
applications ready and two prospective members
attended the meeting. Chapter meetings are held in
October, January, march, April and May. The Chapters
continued to grow financial through numerous donations
and proper investments. These donations continued
to allow the Chapters the ability to subsidize our fine
speaker and more importantly the ability to provide
worthy candidates a healthy scholarship on an annual
basis. The 2006 recipient was Michelle DuVigneaud,
graduate student at Stanford. Four scholarships were
given out at Golden Gate University.

The chapters continue to be healthy and continue to
meet the objectives of promoting patriotism, history,
education and religion in order to perpetuate the
memory, spirit, and deeds of the men and women
called Huguenots.

Donna Bennett Cole
Donnacole0)3 @aol.com

President
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Delaware
Jayne S. Huntington

The Delaware Huguenot Society held two meetings in
2006. Both meetings were held at the Brandywine Public
Library on Foulk Road, in North Wilmington.

The Honorary French Consul of the Newport News-
Yorktown, Virginia area, Mme. Nicole Yancey, was the
guest speaker at our April 2006 meeting. She told us about
her research related to the Manakin area Huguenots.

Our fall meeting was held in October. Charles Almond,
Esq., was our guest speaker. Mr. Almond told us about
his research into the life of Joseph-Eugene Philippe
Cappelle, believed to be a Walloon, who was the surgeon
with Rochambeau’s army.

Dr. Cappelle is buried at Old Swedes Churchyard in
Wilmington, Delaware.

After the American Revolution, Cappelle became a
permanent resident of Delaware. He was a founding
member of both the Delaware Medical Society and also
of the Free Masons.

Several members participated in the Washington-
Rochambeau Revolutionary Route’s programs held
the last weekend in September throughout New Castle
County. Events included the performance of a one-act
musical, entitled, “Billy Lee’s Washington;” a wreath
laying at Cappelle’s grave; and a lecture given by His
Excellency Jean-David Levitte, Ambassador of France to
the United States.

Jayne S. Huntington
President

Indiana
Allen W. Moore

The Huguenot Society of Indiana meets twice a year
in Indianapolis. Our April 8, 2006, meeting was held
at the Meridian Hills Country Club. The program was
provided by Dr. Lorna Shoemaker, Assistant Professor of
church History and Director of the Library at Christian
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis. She gave a
scholarly talk on religious persecution through the ages
as well as the present day. At the business meeting, the
members unanimously voted against a proposed bylaw
change.

The October 7, 2006 meeting was also held at the

Meridian Hills Country Club. Dinner music was provided
by the Williams sisters. it was an honor to have President
General Sylvia F. McAuliffe be our guest and give a very
informative and interesting talk on the struggles of the
Huguenots through the ages in France and the numerous
contributions they have made.

During the past year, we have recruited two new members,
two members have resigned, and we learned of one death
that occurred before this past year. Currently, we have
43 life members and 23 regular members, making a total
of 66 members. Our dinner meetings are followed by
educational programs. Currently we are looking at ways
to increase attendance and participation.

Allen W. Moore
President

Maryland
Barrett L. McKown

The Maryland Society held three general meetings and
two council meetings between the 2006 Congress and the
2007 Congress.

The May 21, 2006 luncheon meeting was held at the
L’Hirondelle Club (The Swallow) in Ruxton, Maryland.
Dr. Orest Ranum, Professor Emeritus in French History
from The Johns Hopkins University gave his interesting
talk relating the life and fascinating works of Huguenot
Bernard Palissy (1509-1590), entitled “A Huguenot and
the Natural World.” Mr. Palissy was a ceramicist, designer,
glassworker, and painter. We are very fortunate to have
support and access through Dr. Ranum to knowledgeable
speakers on French and Huguenot history.

The October 15, 2006 luncheon meeting was held again
at the L’Hirondelle Club. The President was unable to
be in attendance due to traveling, and the meeting and
program were conducted by the two Vice Presidents,
Connie Sparrow and Mary Park. The program was the
slide Tour of Huguenot Sites in France photographed
with taped narration by Frances DuBois, our former State
President 1984-1989.

The recent meeting of March 18, 2007 again was held at
the L’Hirondelle Club.

Barrett L. McKown
President
bmckown @aacpl.net
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Pennsylvania
Mark S. Dimick

Greetings from the Huguenot Society of Pennsylvania!

I am pleased to report that our Society continues to
be active as we look forward to celebrating our 90th
anniversary in 2008.

Last year our 88th Annual Assembly was held on May
6, a date prescribed by our Society Bylaws because it
commemorates the celebration at Valley Forge “of the
news of the French Alliance.” Members were encouraged
to attend the festivities held at Valley Forge National
Park on that afternoon following a business meeting and
luncheon in the dining room of Shannondell, a convenient
suburban Philadelphia location we have been privileged
to use for numerous meetings thanks to the continued
invitation of Past President Daniel Black.

On Reformation Sunday, State Chaplain The Rev. G.F.
Dimick, conducted the annual memorial church service at
the historic Salem Evangelical and Reformed Church in
Reamstown, Lancaster County The sermon was offered
by the Rev. Michael Sigman, Presiding Bishop of the
Evangelical Congregational Church. Special music was
provided by Lydia Thompson Klinger, Principal Flutist
of the Hershey Symphony Orchestra and a descendant of
Huguenot Daniel Giraud-Gerow. A copy of the program
is attached.

Our membership stands at 259. While approximately two-
thirds of the members reside in Pennsylvania itself, almost
90 Huguenots in 30 states maintain their membership in
the Pennsylvania Society. I wish publicly to thank our
Treasurer, Gladys Clarke Buck, for her recent work in
tracking down members with whom for a time we had
lost contact, and our Registrar, Katharine Both, for her
work in streamlining our application process.

The Jean Ribault Chapter (Louise May, President) is
active and growing in the south-central part of the state.
There are two meetings per year, both with instructive
speakers.

The Languedoc Chapter (Katharine Both, President) is
centered in the Greater Pittsburgh area. Our 2007 annual
Assembly will be held in conjunction with a Languedoc
Chapter meeting at the historic Brush Creek United
Church of Christ outside Adamsburg, PA. We will hold a
memorial church service including the laying of a wreath
at the grave of a Huguenot buried in the church cemetery.
Dinner, naturally, will follow! Our Society for years
has operated out of the Philadelphia area and enjoyed
the historic riches of that corner of the state; I personally
am excited at this opportunity to experience Huguenot-
related places and people in other parts of Pennsylvania.

We continue to sponsor two college scholarships per year
and anticipate exploring new ways to impact the youth
who represent the future of the Huguenot Society.

Thanks to all the officers for the time they give to
furthering the aims of the Society.

To God alone be the glory; great things he hath done.

Mark S. Dimick
President

Texas
Frank Hall

The Texas Society met on January 20, 2007 in San
Antonio. In a formal ceremony, Frank Hall turned the
reins of the organization over to President-elect Aubrey
L. Wilson of Austin.

Most of the meeting was dedicated to proposals and
suggestions for healing the rift that occurred several years
ago and resulted in a schism separating three of the Texas
chapters from the National Society. All present agreed
that this was a deplorable situation.

It was further agreed that Present-elect Wilson’s main
objectives in 2007 was to address this problem with an
all-out effort to effect a solution that would be meaningful
and satisfactory to all the parties involved. Accordingly,
Wilson is pursuing a course of action that hopefully will
restore unity to the Texas Huguenots.

Frank Hall
President

Washington, DC
Shirley de la Barre

We have about 76 members in our society. We have 2
or 3 meetings yearly. Every year we have a Day of
Remembrance Service. This past October, we had the
service in the Bethlehem Chapel at the Washington
National Cathedral. It was conducted by our own Rev.
Richard Fichter. The organist played the Huguenot
hymn, “Le Cevenole.” After the service we proceeded to
a Wisconsin Avenue restaurant.

Lastmonth we had our business meeting at the Westchester.
We elected and installed officers for the next two years.
We also chose delegates for this Congress. After lunch,
Neoma O’Brien gave a short talk on Huguenots of
Ireland.

Shirley de la Barre
President 2005-2007
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SANDRA ANN THOMAS MAKES
GENEROUS DONATION TO
THE BOOK AWARDS PROGRAM

Sandra Ann Thomas, member of the Erst d’Erlach
Chapter of the Huguenot Society of Florida, presented
a generous donation to the “Book Awards Program”
of The National Huguenot Society, Inc., in memory
of her mother, Josephine Bogie Thomas, and in honor
of President General Sylvia F. McAuliffe, during the
banquet preceding the 71st Annual Congress at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC.

PAo 7 4
L-R: Barbara MacManus, Sylvia F. McAuliffe, Sandra
Ann Thomas, Chad Means

The inspiration for this generous gift was Sandra’s
mother, who took her to France in 1975 to visit the
prison Tour de Constance (Tower of Constance) located
in Aigues Mortes, France, where 15 year old Huguenot
Marie Durand was captured in 1730 and imprisoned
for 39 years because her brother was the Protestant
minister known as the “Pastor of the Desert.”

The Tour de Constance was built by Duke Philip the
Bold and was controlled by Huguenots during part of
the religious civil wars in France. In 1632, King Louis
XII gained control of it, and King Louis XIV ultimately
converted it into a women’s prison.

Marie’s father tried to prevent this disastrous
development by marrying young Marie off to Matthew
Serres, but unfortunately, Matthew was also arrested.
Her father, too, was captured, and ultimately was
hanged.

During her long imprisonment, Marie Durand endured
the agonies and discomforts of primitive prison
conditions of her time. Yet she is known to have led the
women in singing Psalms and it is said that she never
renounced her own Protestant beliefs. She exhibited

the true Huguenot spirit of “making the best of it,” and
served as an inspiration of hope to her fellow prisoners.
Surprisingly, she was permitted to write letters to
authorities and influential people, such as the popular
philosophers Voltaire and Rousseau, appealing to them
for reform of the appalling prison conditions in which
she and her fellow inmates found themselves. She
succeeded in winning improvements for all prisoners
before she was released by intervention of the Governor
of Languedoc, who by 1767 was prepared to and did
stand up to King Louis XV and release Marie Durand.

As if all of that were not enough, Marie Durand is most
beloved to Huguenots for one of her most enduring acts,
which was to scratch the word “Resistée” on the stone
floor of her cell, where it still remains visible today.
Incidentally, Sandra reports that she saw the word on
the floor, not the wall, as is widely reported.

Seeing such evidence of faith and belief made a strong
impression on Sandra and inspired this generous and
long-lasting gift to the National Huguenot Society.
We are truly grateful that Sandra thought of such a
wonderful way to express her support for the furtherance
of Huguenot principles. Her gift will benefit us all and
will serve as an inspiration to others.

See http://chi.gospel.com.net and its citations for the
source of this article and for more detail on the life and
times of Marie Durand.

Arkansas Elects New Officers

Mary Lewisis the new President of the Huguenot Society
of Arkansas. Her telephone number is 870-696-3850,
and her email address is lewismaryl @wmconnect.
com.

Other officers elected by the Arkansas Society were:
Vice President: Mary Kaufman
arnoldkaufman @sbcglobal.net

Chaplain: Priscilla Davis (Mrs. Leon)
prisdavis731@cablelynx.com

Secretary: MarJo Dill (Mrs. Robert)
southernlucy @cablelynx.com

Treasurer: Ella Ann Peters (Mrs. Flave)
Flave49 @sbcglobal.net

Registrar: Nancy Askew (Mrs. Jess L., Jr.)
naskew @windstream.net

Historian/Curator/Librarian: Olivia Olson
Oliviaar77 @cox.net
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BOOK AWARD GOES TO
FROM NEW BABYLON TO EDEN

BY DR. BERTRAND VAN RUYMBEKE

The Awards Committee selected the book From New
Babylon To Eden, The Huguenots and their Migration
to Colonial South Carolina (Columbia, University
of South Carolina Press, 2006), by Dr. Bertrand Van
Ruymbeke, for the Book Award. Dr. Bertrand Van
Ruymbeke (Ph.D., La Sorbonne-Nouvelle, 1995) is a
professor of American history at the Université de Paris
VIII at Saint-Denis. He has taught at the Université de
Versailles-Saint-Quentin, at the College of Charleston,
SC, and the Université de Toulouse.

Earning reviews that describe him as “perhaps the
leading scholar of colonial British America” (in the
opinion of Jack P. Greene, Andrew W. Mellon Professor
in the Humanities Emeritus, Johns Hopkins University)
and his book as “a compelling view of the Huguenots’
arrival and remarkable experience in South Carolina”
(Jon Butler, Howard R. Lamar Professor of History
and Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
Yale University), and “a major addition to early modern
European migration studies,” (Jack P. Greene, above),
Dr. Van Ruymbeke is a prolific authority on the subject
of Huguenots. He was the co-editor of Memory and
Identity, The Huguenots in France and the Atlantic
Diaspora (Columbia, University of South Carolina
Press, 2003), Les Huguenots et I’Atlantique, Histoire,
memoire et patrimoine (Paris, Presses Universitaires
de Paris-Sorbonne, 2007) and author of From New
Babylon to Eden, The Huguenots and their Migration
to Colonial South Carolina (Columbia, University of
South Carolina Press, 2006).

The University of South Carolina Press website contains
a synopsis of the book and the book reviews referred
to above, explaining that the book concentrates on the
story of why the Huguenots left France, what they
expected upon their arrival in Charleston versus what
they found, and how they adapted and assimilated into
American life.

We shall all hope that Dr. Van Ruymbeke will continue
to publish his research and insights about Huguenots,
as it greatly enriches our Huguenot community and
spirit.

Indiana Elects New Officers

The Huguenot society of Indiana elected and installed
new officers on 14 April 2007 for the 2007-2009 term.

N

They are, pictured L-R:
Allen W. Moore, Dr.Mary E. Kiersma, Rose Mary Kiersma, Marshall
Miller, Robert Rati, and William M. Ramey.

Washington, DC Elects New Officers
t ‘ 4T

At a luncheon meeting in March, the Huguenot Society
of Washington, DC, elected the following officers for
the 2007-2009 term.

Standing L-R:

President: Mrs. Janice Murphy Lorenz
Registrar/Corresponding Secretary: Mrs. Muriel Oehme
Chaplain: The Rev. Richard Fichter

Recording Secretary: Mrs. Virginia Lester

Treasurer: Mrs. Suzanne Fichter

Historian/Librarian: Mrs. Neoma O’Brien

Councilor: Mrs. Eleanor Niebell

Vice President: Mr. John Sisson (not pictured)
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

19 October 2006 — 3 June 2007

We are so pleased to welcome the following new members, and congratulate our existing members who provided
proof to support the addition of one or more supplemental Huguenot ancestors to their records. We look forward
to many fine years of fellowship with you.

NEW MEMBER STATE SOCIETY ANCESTOR
Backus, Charlene lone Slezak Wi Andre Naudin
Bailey, Virginia Ashworth FL Hester Mahieu
Beccue, Henrietta Phyllis Braasch FL Abraham Sy
Blakeney, John MacNaughtan WA Pierre Bacot
Braasch, Elda Marie FL Abraham Sy
Breihaupt, Elizabeth Budd CA Marie Beau (Supp #1)
Johannes de Peyster Il (Supp #2)

Brody, Lynn Ann Nail VA David des Marest
Buchanan, Adaline Jane Ruble MD Joris Jansen de Rapalje
Campbell, Marjorie Evelyn Van Duzer FL Guillaume de la Vigne (Supp #7)
Jean Vassall (Supp #8

Cole, Reba Louise Moore AR Pierre Dutoit
Davis, Jane Elizabeth TX Gabriel Bobo
De la Barre, Carmen Jean DC Abraham de la Barre
Denny, Susan Lenore Williams CA Reuel Pierre Rulon
Duncan, Bonnie Jean Hodge VA Gabriel Maupin
Engelbrecht, Jay Robert * PA Francois Clavell
Fomby, Jennifer Lynn TX Lewis Latane
Geanes, Virginia Kathleen Johnson DC Etienne Mallet
Gibson, Dorothy Peggy Dupree VA Louis DuPre
Griffith, Beverly Ann Thompson MO Abraham Michaux
Hicks, Marguerite Urbane Belote VA Jacques d’Auge
Hilton, Gladys Elizabeth Collier FL Jeremie Cothonneau
Holland, Mary Emily Moody GA Pierre LeGrand
James, Mary Luphelia Wells TN Mareen Duvall
Kooistra, John Samuel AR Abraham Soblet
Kooistra, Martha Ann Peters AR Abraham Soblet
Latham, John William OH Joris Jansen Rapalje
Levy, Lenore Clare Laurence TN Louis DuBois
Lewis, Augustine Warner Il VA Lewis Latane
Luscombe, Jo Ellen Jennette IL Pierre Chastain
Malek, Donna Lee Wilkinson CA Abraham SalleAntoine Gevaudan (Supp #1)
Mann, Kristin L. Wagner ** PA Francois Clavell
Mathes, Lucinda Ann Burns PA Gideon Merlitt
Mertes, Lynne Hendey CA John Vassall (Supp)
Moore, Allen Wendell IN Philippe Casier (Supp #1)
Nakajima, Martha Ann DeWitt MA LAbraham Rutan (Supp #1)
Neugaard, Edward Joseph FL Pierre Feret
Newland, Kathryn Hoffman Shield VA Vincent Runyon
Noble, Christie Ann 1A Nicholas Gaillard
O’Connor, Janis Windham X Pierre LeGrand

O’Connor, Michael Patrick X Pierre LeGrand
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Oehler, David William

Oehler, Judith Jane Moody

Oehler, Paul Edwin

Oosterhoudt, Geoffrey Carmichael
Patrick, Joseph Dudley

Poplin, Martha Faye Harris

Rayle, Albert Amis IV

Rayle, Elizabeth Hardin

Rembert, Susan Diane

Richardson, Donald Charles

Sapp, Katherine Sue (Penny) Collier
Schmitz, Mackie Rae Linfor
Sizemore, Anne Catherine Mills
Sizemore, Edward Scott

Sizemore, Richard Mason
Sizemore, Robert Christan
Sovacool, Teryl Wanda Shaw
Steward, Suzanne Duvall

Thomas, Kathryn Washburn Schmidt
Tillotson, John Martin

Upchurch, William Jay

Washburn, Anne Colleen Burton
Webber, Susan Elizabeth Pemberton
Wesley, Barbara Dale Webb

Wright, Sally Jo Effinger

Zeagler, Millard Fillmore Jr.

Supp indicates “Supplemental Ancestor”
*Admitted to membership 8 August 2006

X
X
X
GA
AL
AR
AR
AR
TN
FL
FL
CA
MO
MO
MO
MO
FL
NC
FL
MO
DC
NC
VA
X
DE
X

Jan de la Chaire
Jan de la Chaire
Jan de la Chaire
William Pickens
Jean Bodine
Jacques Cossart
Daniel Streing
Daniel Streing
Andre Rembert
Mark Hardin
Jeremie Cothonneau
David Demarest
Jean DedJarnette
Jean Dedarnette
Jean Dedarnette
Jean DedJarnette
Hester Mahieu
Mareen Duvall
Ambroise Sicard
Gabriel Maupin
Etienne Mallet
Robert DePriest
Louis Dumas
Jacques LeRoux
Matthew Blanchan
Lewis Latane

MAL indicates “Member at Large”
**Admitted to membership 8 June 2006

SOME REMARKS ON EDITED HUGUENOT CORRESPONDENCE

Donald A. Randolph

The understanding of the Huguenots’ story, ever more
carefully and ever more in depth, is a modern-day
aspiration. The pertinent scholarship that is coming
out today in this regard is not resting on its laurels.
Certainly its contributors would not be content with
any idea that Huguenot history is solely a limited
theme from the past, with limited resources for its
study so circumscribed that what can be drawn upon
has probably already been divulged, exploited, and
thoroughly exhausted through prior investigation.

No, far from lessening nowadays, the interest in
this religious group’s history and its culture still
grows apace, with steady reexaminations and new
clarifications of their various elements. Apart from
the high quality of the scholarship involved, there are
other matters that make possible this contemporary
inquiry and additional reassessment. One such

feasibility is the fact that the Huguenots left behind in
many places, Switzerland, France, Germany, England,
Holland, America, even Poland and Hungary, a vast
accumulation of correspondence to and fro, a key and
intimate resource for the revealing of their existences,
life styles, and inner contemplations. We are fortunate
that somehow so much of it has survived the centuries
to reach us.

It would be excessive to try to go into all of the
Huguenot writers involved with this particular form
of still existent documentation, for they are large in
number. Rather, this presentation will restrict itself to
some of greater repute that are being subjected to this
present-day trend of a closer, finer academic scrutiny.

A recent book reminds us again of a long-sustained

—Continued on page 28
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tradition: the locating, the selecting out, and the
editing and publication of Huguenot correspondence.
Written in French, Les grands intermediares culturels
de la Republique des Lettres (The great cultural
intermediaries of the Republic of Letters), (2005), is
not in matter of fact simply one more collection of
such writing. Instead, as its subtitle explains, it consists
of a series of studies on networks of correspondence
that existed from the sixteenth through the eighteenth
century. These networks tended to evolve around a
principal intermediary, a core person of distinction. So
each chapter in this publication is devoted to a different
great intermediary, beginning with Erasmus. Of these
central figures, three were influential, celebrated
Huguenots of note.

Thus, its chapter 10, which we owe to Antony
McKenna, is concisely entitled “La corespondance de
Pierre Bayle” (pp. 307-338). Subsequently, Christiane
Berkvens-Stevelinck presents to us in Chapter 12
“Prosper Marchand, intermediare du Refuge Huguenot”
(pp. 361-386). Jens Haseler closes out the selections
thereafter with “Jean-Henry Samuel Formey—
correspondance academique et journalistique” (pp. 413-
434). Each study is of considerable length and dense
with data with regard to epistolary exchanges. The
authors, Haseler, Berkvens-Stevelinck and McKenna,
are highly recognized specialists on seventeenth and
eighteenth century savants.

There is another article on networks worth mentioning,
on with the additional advantage of being written in
English. This study, called “informal networks,”
constitutes the sixth chapter of the first volume of a
work directed by Knur Hankinson, The Cambridge
History of Eighteenth Century Philosophy, dated 2006.
Its author, Ann Thomson, goes into the importance
of exiled Huguenots in England and Holland for
the circulation of new ideas, enlightened exiles who
went even further, mixing into this flow of creative
output arguments against and denunciations of papal
authority and its intolerance. She, too, then, brings up
Pierre Bayle and his tremendous contribution to this
successful guiding of the thinking of the day.

Bayle, who epitomized this kind of intellectual key
correspondent, was born in the year 1647 in the small
French town called Carla. His father, Jean, a reformed
preacher, led the local church. Jean Bayle did not fare
too well, either financially or in his chosen profession,
for it is said that his sermons were so dull that they could
put his listeners asleep. Yet the good man was solid and
steadfast in his convictions—moreso than his son, who
for a short while drifted away spiritually to the Catholic
faith. Pierre, later, once again a protestant, relocated

to several cities in and out of France until settling at
last at Rotterdam. In that prestigious center the exile
became a professor of history and philosophy and with
the publication of his masterpiece, the Dictionnaire
Historique et Critique, he began to exert across Europe
the power of his mental sway. The dictionary, really a
kind of encyclopedia, was even smuggled into France.

Bayle’s memory has been blessed by excellent
biographers. They include, for instance, from
his own day, his co-worker and close associate
Pierre  Desmaiseaux—another Huguenot whose
correspondence has been published. And, from our
own times, Elisabeth Labrousse, who has written many
valuable books and articles on his life and works, and
on his correspondence. In 2004, working with a team
of editors from the Voltaire Foundation of Oxford, she
produced volume 3 of the correspondence of Pierre
Bayle, covering the years 1678 to 1683 and attaining
with this third volume up to the letter numbered
241. Hubert Bost, who also served on the team with
volume 2, produced in 2006 his own Pierre Bayle,
an extraordinarily complete biography that will be
difficult to surpass.

As stated earlier, the first step for editors, in the
publishing of Huguenot correspondence, is to trace
down and ascertain its present location. While chance
discoveries of previously unfound items may occur,
normally editors turn to the libraries, archives and
private collections where a truly impressive amount
of Huguenot correspondence has been able to survive.
Of course most of these materials remain sheltered
in European repositories—but not all. For instance,
McKenna, who lists various whereabouts of Bayle’s at
hand collected correspondence, points out that the part
of it that has found haven and safeguard in New York,
in the Library of the University of Columbia.

Moreover, more mundane mail from FEuropean
Huguenots was received by friends and relatives in
our country’s colonies. Thus, in 1935, writing for
the Transactions of the Huguenot Society of South
Carolina, Susan Smythe Bennett could translate “A
letter from Jacob Bourdillon of London, pastor of the
church of L’Artillerie, to Paul Turquand of Carolina”
(pp- 49-57).

As for selecting out, the possibilities are boundless.
The editor may wish to publish a single letter, a cache
of them, or a very extensive and varied sampling,
depending on accessibility and any special intent.
The desire may be to bring to press every known
letter of the writer, or to restrict the selection to his
correspondence with his family—or her family, or
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with some other famous figure of the day, or with a
respondent to whom the writer sends news regarding
some monumental event like the massacre of the night
of Saint Bartholomew.

The presentation of the letters themselves can also be
done in many ways. Their context, their message, may
come preceded by an introduction or prologue, and be
followed by copious or limited notes, by an epilogue or
appendices, by a brief or an extensive bibliography. An
editor often places just before a letter’s text some type
of pre-script indicators. They could be the exact date
of the letter, its number within the collection, or, when
respondents’ replies are also mixed in, some form of
symbol that indicates that person’s identity without
having to wait to see the signature at the end. Thus a
pre-script indicator like J7, JACOLOT could anticipate
letter number seven from Isaac Jacolot.

At times editors of Huguenot correspondence must
contend with problems in language. The book on
networks makes clear some of the difficulties of this
nature. Since editors are also translators, they must be
prepared to deal not only with the modern languages,
but with Latin, Greek and Hebrew as well. Early
modern scholars, many of them ministers, were fully
trained in the classics, were Latinists, and employed
the ancient tongue with confidence and care. Bayle
learned Latin and Greek from his father, Calvin’s
principal works were written in Latin, and Theodore
Beza, Calvin’s successor in Geneva, was a professor of
Greek at Lausanne.

A vaguer area of difficulty for editors arises out of a
Huguenot foreboding. Particularly in France, during
the fury of the religious wars, letter writers feared that
what they wrote might fall into dangerous hands, that
it might be intercepted en route and then be perused to
their personal detriment by an ideological or a religious
foe. So editors come across letters sometimes written
with ambiguous wording, or sometimes riddled with
in-group codings for secrecy’s sake. The tendency to
conceal even affected literature, and it is no surprise,
given such antecedents, to find an article by Z. Porat
called “The art of deceiving: the rhetoric of veiled
writing in Pierre Bayle’s Historical and Critical
Dictionary.” This study is dated 1973.

Finally, a few words regarding productivity seem
appropriate. Elisabeth Labrousse reported in an
inventory of the correspondence of Pierre Bayle, dated
1961, 1644 known letters, 927 being his and 717 being
addressed to him. Only shortly before that date, in
1960, another beautifully edited series was begun. This
project was put out by the Society of the Historical
Museum of the Reformation, Geneva, and it was done

by several different scholarly teams. Ongoing, the
series was the correspondence of Theodore de Beza.
By 2005, the sequence had reached its volume 27,
which represented the year 1586 in Beza’s life. For
how much more is to come, just consider that Beza
lived until 1605, and was still actively preaching and
writing in his 80’s.

As for Formey, a second generation Huguenot in
Germany and the Secretary of the Academy of
Sciences for Prussia, Haseler lists as this man’s
total correspondence 17,000 letters written by 2427
correspondents in six languages, of which 1,400 were
written by Formey himself.

Itis difficult not to wonder, with regard to the large scale
production of so many letters by these intermediaries,
and by other Huguenots like them—it is difficult not
to wonder where did they find the time for it all, the
energy and the strength? How could the sickly Calvin
work into the turmoil of his hectic schedule this
additional demanding activity, when in Geneva alone,
it is estimated, he wrote thousands of sermons? The
Calvinists were faced by the debilitating effects of the
many illnesses of the day, such as catarrh, gout, grippe,
cholera and malaria.

Nevertheless, in spite of all these obstacles, overwork,
religious travail, and the challenges constantly brought
on by maladies and disease—in an age of primitive
medicine—our Huguenot theologians and men of
culture carried on, able to devote themselves somehow
to a vast legacy and leaving behind an inheritance
that continues to be of capital importance to modern
historians. The letters of these intermediaries, as
ambiguous and as filled with puzzling abbreviations
as some of them were, still serve to provide today’s
scholars with eyewitness accounts and commentaries,
which help them to see and understand ever more
clearly the past in which these correspondents lived.
Their output, written perhaps by flickering candlelight
and with very tired eyes, represents one more valuable
accomplishment of our Huguenot ancestors worthy of
our utmost admiration and respect.

Donald A. Randolph
Historian and Past President
Fleur de Lis Chapter
Huguenot Society of Florida

Dr. Randolph is a Professor Emeritus at the University of Miami,
where he was a Professor of foreign languages for more than
thirty years before his retirement. He has held several offices in the
Florida Society. We are fortunate that Dr. Randolph has continued
to devote his valuable expertise to the study of Huguenots, and to
share his findings with us.
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DELANO KINDRED DEDICATES MARKER
IN DUXBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

By Muriel Curtis Cushing, Jean Calvin Chapter,
Florida Society

On 17 June 2005 the DELANO KINDRED dedicated
a memorial marker in Duxbury, Massachusetts on part
of the 40 acres granted in 1637 to Philippe de La Noye/
deLannoy/Delano “bounded by the land of John Alden
lying on the south side, the sea on the east side, and the
lands of Edward Bumpasse on the west side.” 1

Philippe Delano [sic] was born in Leiden, Holland
and baptized in the Walloon Church on 6 November
16032, he was the descendant of Huguenot refugees
who had fled from the southern provinces of Belgium
(now France) collectively know as Wallonia, the land
of the Walloons.2

To date, Philippe’s grandfather Guillebert de Lannoy
is believed to have fled to England prior to 24 August
1572, the day of St. Bartholomew’s Massacre. He
probably settled first in London, then in Sandwich,
and later joined the larger Huguenot congregation in
Canterbury, England.3 On Easter Day, 1591, Guillebert
de Lannoy, his wife and their daughter Marguerite
were received as members of the Walloon Church in
Leiden.4 A few years later on 14 October 1595, their
son Jan deLannoy was received as a member of the
Walloon Church of Leiden, “by confession of faith.” 4
Marie Mabhieu, his future wife, also joined the church
on the same date. On 13 January 1596 the banns of Jan
Lano [sic] and Mary [sic] Mahieu (parents of Philippe)
were published.5 Although the Mahieus are said to
have come from London, they had previously been in
Canterbury as noted in the betrothal of Marie’s sister
Hester Mahieu to Franchoys Couck (Francis Cooke) on
4 July 1603 which lists Hester as “from Canterbury.”6

The foreword of the Francis Cooke genealogy written
by Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs and published by the
Mayflower society notes that “from the preserved lists
of people who took communion in the Leiden Walloon
congregation, we learn that between 1600 and 1620,
one hundred ninety-one people joined the congregation
with testimonial letters of transfer from the Walloon
congregation of Norwich, one hundred twenty-seven
joined with letters of transfer from the Walloon church
at Canterbury, and sixty-three joined with letters of
transfer from the Walloon church at London. This
points to a great deal of movement and suggests constant
communication among the various dispersed refugee
groups.””  In addition to the above congregations
from England are listed smaller groups with letters of
transfer from approximately 66 churches in different
areas of France, Switzerland, northern Netherlands
and Germany including L’Olive (the name of a secret
congregation in Catholic-occupied territory).”

In June 2006 the DELANO KINDRED began a Y-
chromosome DNA project with the goals of: solving
some of our unknown lines; determining a good
signature of Philippe’s DNA; and discovering answers
to remaining questions about our European ancestry
through research and DNA testing. By testing proven
lines of four of Philippe’s sons viz: Thomas Delano
married Rebecca Alden, Jonathan Delano married
Mercy Warren, Samuel Delano married Elizabeth
Standish and Philip Delano married Elizabeth Sampson
we have been able to establish what we consider a
good signature (base) of Philippe’s DNA and we are
now looking to test proven lines of those in Europe
with the surname of Delannoy or variant spellings. If
interested, please visit our website www.Delanoye.org
for more information.

References: [1] Plymouth Colony Records 1:67; [2] NEHGR
143:197-8 (Leiden Records by Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs); [3] Au-
drey Bateman The Mayflower Connection p.5;[4] NEHGR 143:197-
8, Leiden Municipal Archives Walloon church Records nr. 40; [5]
letter to George DelLano, President of the DELANO Kindred from
Mr. T.N. Schelhaas, Keeper of the records of the City of Leiden,
citing Judicial Archives nr. 89, vol C, folio 142 (marriage of Jan and
Marie); [6] NEHGR 143:197-8, Judicial Archives Marriage Regis-
ter nr. 89, vol.E, folio 69; [7] Francis Cooke, Mayflower Families
through five generations MF12:xii.
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( HUGUENOTS IN IRELAND >

No year in Irish history is better known than 1690. No
battle is more famous than William III’s victory over
James II at the River Boyne.

James II of England had lost the throne in the bloodless
“Glorious Revolution” of 1688. King James’s second
marriage to Mary of Modena (a Catholic) had produced
a son. Surviving children of his first marriage to Ann
Hyde were the Princess Mary and Princess Ann.

William was Prince of Orange, a Dutch-speaking
Protestant married to James’s daughter Mary. William
and Mary became ruling monarchs at the request of
parliament which was fearful of a return to the Catholic
faith should James remain on the throne and with a
male heir.

James sought refuge with Louis XIV of France,
who saw an opportunity to strike at William through
Ireland. He provided French officers and arms for
James, who landed at Kinsale in March 1689. James
quickly summoned a parliament, largely Catholic,
which proceeded to repeal the legislation under which
Protestant settlers had acquired land.

William could not ignore the threat from Ireland.
William landed in Carrickfergus in Ulster 14 June 1690
and marched south to take Dublin. The Williamite
forces included English, Scottish, Dutch, Danish,
Huguenots, and Ulster Protestant troops.

James fought a delaying action and chose to place his
line of defense at the Boyne River approximately 50
Km. from Dublin. The battle was fought on 1 July
1690. The Jacobite forces were approximately 25,000
and the Williamite forces approximately 36,000.
Casualties for the Jacobites were approximately 1,500
and the Williamites 750.

William marched to Dublin two days later, the Jacobites
abandoned the city and marched to Limerick on the
river Shannon, where they were besieged . James,
defeated, returned to France. His supporters fought on
until The Treaty of Limerick in 1691.

Small numbers of Huguenot refugees had come to
Ireland, mainly via England, from 1620 to 1641, and
again with Cromwell in 1649, but it was in 1685, after
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, that the main
body of Huguenots began to arrive, mostly from the
countryside around the city of La Rochelle.

After the Williamite wars, large Huguenot settlements
were established in Portarlington, Cork, Dublin,
Waterford and Lisburn. In the course of time, they
became thoroughly absorbed into Irish society through
intermarriage and many French names are still familiar
in Ireland today.

The small town of Portarlington is a town with a very
special history. Portarlington was a Huguenot town,
settled by French Protestants. These settlers were
mostly from the military, having fought with William
of Orange in the wars of the late 17th Century against
the army of James II, in conflicts such as the Battle
of the Boyne, the sieges of Limerick and the Battle
of Aughrim. Henri Massue (1648 — 1720) who was
Marquis de Ruvigny and then Earl of Galway had been
a general in the Williamite forces and seeing himself
as a patron of the Huguenot regiments, he settled them
and their families on an estate which had been given to
him, as a personal gift, by King William.

The French Church at Portarlington is still there, as is
the cemetery with French names on the headstones.
Also preserved are the registers begun by Pasteur
Jacques Gillet in 1694 written in French.

Approximately two hundred forty-four years after
the first entry in Pasteur Gillet’s register, in 1938,
came one of the greatest achievements of the Irish
Government — the enactment of the new Constitution
of an independent Ireland.

The Irish Constitution asserts that Ireland is a sovereign
and democratic state, that all powers derive under God
from the people, who are the final arbiters of any and
every question. It guarantees freedom of conscience
and free profession and practice of religion.

The tenets of Huguenot faith surely must have been
influential in assuring freedom of religion in the
Republic of Ireland’s Constitution.

Neoma O’Kelley O’Brien
17 March 2007

(Program — Huguenot Society of Washington, DC,
Annual Meeting — Westchester, Cathedral Avenue,
Washington, DC)

Editor's Note: This story provides an example of the
influence of Huguenots on world history.
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